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be advised
my passports’s green
no glass of ours was ever raised

to toast the queen.
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I'm just a red nigger who love the sea,
I had a sound colonial education
I have Dutch, nigger, and English in me,

and either I'm nobody, or I'm a nation.
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I who am poisoned with the blood of both
where shall I turn, diveded to the vein ?

I who have crused

The drunken officer of British rule, how choose

Between this Africa and the British tongue I love ?
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INTERVIEWER

So, if you’re making a cosmology
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you're putting language at the appex ?

Well it’s no small thing - it’s pretty grand. When they say "the
poet hears the voice of the Muse", it’s nonsense if the nature of
the Muse is unspecified. But if you take a closer look, the voice
of the Muse is the voice of the language. It’s a lot more mundane
than the way I'm putting it. Basically, it’s one’s reaction to what

one hears, what one reads.
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